
  
March 4,  2019 

Annapolis Elementary School Gator Gazette 

Dear Annapolis Gator Families,  
 
March sure did roar in like a lion.  I don’t know about you, but I am ready for 
the warm days of Spring.  Here’s to hoping that winter is behind us soon!  A 
regular, consistent schedule will be great for all of us.   
 
Planning has already begun for the 2019-2020 school year.   This includes 
staffing and student placement.  I often get a lot of questions about “Out of 
Area” requests.  Per the Board of Education,  

“An out-of-area transfer is a request for his or her special permission 
for a student residing in Anne Arundel County to attend a school within 
the county other than assigned boundary school (often referred to as 
a student's home school).  A parent or court-appointed guardian must 
enroll a child in the assigned boundary school prior to requesting an 
out-of-area transfer. If a child attends private school, he/she must 
first be enrolled in an Anne Arundel County public school prior to 
submitting a request.  Out of area requests must be submitted directly 
to the school between March 1 and May 1.  Applications that are 
submitted due to daycare with a documented hardship or for 
continuation at a particular school will be submitted to the principal of 
the requested school. Even if a child already attends a school as an 
out-of-area approved student, the application must be completed 
and submitted each school year. The continuation is not automatic, 
and the application must be submitted to the school during the out-of-
area application window, (March 1–May 1).”  

 
Please note that there is no grandfathering clause for those affected by 
redistricting.  Any out-of-area requests resulting from redistricting must 
meet the requirements set forth by the Board of Education. 
 
As always we have a busy month ahead.  Students and staff will be very busy 
with a variety of things.  One important event is the first in our parent series 
entitled “Supporting Student Behavior”.  Part 1 of this series will take place on  
March 13 at 6 pm. The topic of discussion will center around PBIS/MTSS and 
how it is implemented at AES.  We will talk about Tier 1 strategies and the 
discipline process including the Code of Conduct.  See the attached flyer for 
more information. 
 
I wish you all a fantastic March.   
 
In Partnership,  
Mrs. Bobbie Kesecker  
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Bobbie  Kesecker,  Pr incipa l  

Upcoming 
Events 

• March 5 – 
Conferences – No 
School for Students 

• March 7 – 3rd Grade 
Field Trip to the 
Aquarium 

• March 10 – Parking for 
St. Patty’s Day Parade 
– volunteers needed 

• March 12 – Interims go 
home 

• March 15 – Kids @ 
Hope Report Card 
Day, Talent Show and 
Dinner 

• 18th-19th – MISA 
Science Testing for 5th 
Grade 

• March 26 – Two hour 
early dismissal 

• March into Success 
 

  

http://www.aacps.org/outofarea/#Documented_Hardships_


 
 

  

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

  March 2019 
1  
 

4  
 

5  
No School - Conferences 

6  
5th Grade to Drownproofing 

7  
3rd Grade Field Trip to the 
Aquarium 

8  
 

11  
 

12  
Interims Go Home 

13  
 

14  
 

15  
Kids@Hope Day 
Talent Show and Dinner 

18  
MISA Testing – 5th Grade 
Only 

19  
MISA Testing – 5th Grade 
Only 

20  
 

21  
 

22  
 

25  
 

26  
2 Hour Early Dismissal 

27  
 

28  
 

29  
March into Success Event 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 
1 2 3 4 5 

5th Grade to Drownproofing 

8 
2 Hour Early Dismissal 

9 
2 Hour Early Dismissal 

10 
Beginning of 4th Marking 
Period 

11 
Alice in Wonderland 
daytime performance 

12 
Alice in Wonderland 
evening performance 

15 
 

16 
 

17 
Report Cards Go Home 

18 
Spring Break – Schools 
closed for Students and 
Staff 

19 
Spring Break – Schools 
closed for Students and 
Staff 

22 
Spring Break – Schools 
closed for Students and 
Staff 

23  
 

24  
Awards Ice Cream Social 

25  
 

26  
Destination Day 

27 
 

28 
 

29 
 

30 
Showering with Success 
event 
 
Class./Group Pics 
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Join us for a three-part Parent Information Series entitled Supporting Student 
Behavior 
 
Part 1 –  

• March 13 at 6 pm in the Cafeteria 
• Focus –  

o what is PBIS/MTSS 
o how PBIS is implemented at AES 
o universal supports for all students (Tier 1) 
o the discipline process including the Student 

Code of Conduct 
 
Part 2 – 

• April 10 at 6 pm in the Cafeteria 
• Focus 

o PBIS Tier 2 and Tier 3 Interventions 
 Structures 
 Supports 

 
Part 3 –  

• May 15 at 6 pm in the Cafeteria 
• Focus 

o Restorative Practices 
 Community Circles 
 Restorative Circles 

 
Additionally, Mrs. Kesecker will be hosting Coffee with the Principal in order to answer 
any follow-up questions from the parent information nights.  The coffees will take place 
at 8:30 on the following dates: 
 

• March 19  
• April 16 
• May 29 
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Grandfriends’ Day was a Success! 
Thank you to more than 105 Grandfriends who visited and sent in kind notes with our 
students last month.  The love was truly felt here on Valentine’s Day - we always 
welcome caring adults to support our students’ learning! 
 
Kids at Hope Report Card & Talent Show Day! 
On Friday, March 15th, Annapolis Elementary School will be celebrating our 7th 
Annual Kids at Hope Report Card Day!  While your children will receive many report 
cards throughout their school career, this report card can only list POSITIVE things 
about them and is written by one of their caring adults.  Students will celebrate their 
strengths and create goals for the future.  There’s no better day than this to 
showcase their talents and strengths on stage during the Talent Show!  Make sure to 
continue the celebration at home! 
 
Destination Day 
On Friday, April 26th, Annapolis Elementary School will be having our school-wide 
Destination Day – our version of Career Day - to support our students’ exploration of 
their dreams for the future while strengthening partnerships with our families and 
community.  By connecting education with future life goals, we hope to increase our 
students’ academic motivation and success.  If you or anyone you know may be 
interested in participating, please complete and return the attached form by Friday, 
April 5th.  Please let me know if you have any additional questions and I look forward 
to the possibility of having you join us for this special event! 
 
Mind-Body Relaxation Strategies 
As we approach PARCC testing, 3rd -5th grade students will be reviewing testing 
strategies to calm any test-day jitters.  Ask them about deep breathing and muscle 
relaxation exercises that we’ve practiced and try them together.  Let them know 
how much you believe in them – those positive thoughts can take them a long way! 
 
Middle School Course Selection  
Our 5th grade students were recently visited by the 6th grade school counselor from 
Severn River and soon by Bates Middle School.  We will also be busy preparing for 
AVID interviews, as well!  While we will go over the course selection process in school, 
please talk to your child about elective “encore” courses that you think will be the 
best fit for them.  Please feel free to contact me or the 6th grade counselor at your 
child’s middle school with any questions or concerns.   
 
As always, I am available to assist you or your child.  Thank you for your continued 
support! 
 
Sincerely, 
Andrea Beckman 
ambeckman@aacps.org 
 
 

Annapolis Elementary School’s Annual Career Day is Now Called… 
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DESTINATION DAY! 
Friday, April 26, 2019 

9:45am – 3:30pm 

 
YES!  I am interested in volunteering to be a presenter for Destination Day.   

 

1. Name___________________________________________________________________________ 
2. I can be contacted at: (cell)______________________________; other # ____________________ 

3. E-mail address: __________________________________________________________ 
4. The career/destination to be presented will be __________________________________________  
5. I will need equipment for my presentation:  Computer & Projector____  Other (please list)_______ 
6. My child’s name and teacher (if applicable) ___________________________________________ 
7.  Which grade level(s) do you prefer to present to? Pre-K___   K___   1st___   2nd___   3rd___   
4th___   5th___  
8. I am available to present a ½ hour presentation during the following time(s) – (please select as many 
slots as         you are available and you will be contacted with your schedule before Destination Day)*: 

9:45-10:15 ________ 11:30-12:00 _______ 1:15-1:45 ________ 
10:20-10:50 _______ 12:05-12:35 _______ 1:50-2:20 ________ 

     10:55-11:25 _______        12:40 -1:10  _______       2:25-2:55 
________ 3:00-3:30 ________ 

 
*Please note: Students will attend their regularly scheduled lunch, recess, and cultural arts 

classes.* 
A light breakfast and catered lunch will be provided for all participants.   

We truly appreciate your contribution to our students’ education! 
 

Please return to Andrea Beckman, School Counselor 
 Phone: 410-222-1600   Fax: 410-222-1601   Email: ambeckman@aacps.org  

 

PLEASE RESPOND NO LATER THAN FRIDAY, APRIL 5, 2019  

mailto:ambeckman@aacps.org


4th Grade 
News 
March 

 
Mrs. Johnson                                                                      Mrs. Hatfalvi 
jljohnson6@aacps.org                                                         khatfalvi@accps.org  

 

4th Grade Happenings Important Dates 

What we are learning: 
- Math is wrapping up a unit about adding and subtracting mixed numbers. 

We built on our strong foundational knowledge of fractions from 3rd 
grade and now we can make common denominators in order to add and 
subtract with ease! We also are starting to convert between improper 
fractions and mixed numbers!  

- In Science we are learning about types of energy like heat, light, and 
sound! This unit has already been full of experiments as we gear up to 
use our scientific method in this year’s Science Fair. 

- Social Studies has been all about our own states of Maryland. Students 
are learning about Maryland’s historical journey from a colony to a state. 
We are specifically focusing on how the state changed over time due to 
growth, as well as conflict, like the Civil War.  

- Literacy is always full of new books to read and LOTS of things to write 
about. Currently we are writing opinion essays on topics of our choice. 
We have been using Google Classroom to draft and edit our work.  

Shout outs! 
- Thank you to the amazing room moms that helped us throw such fun 

Valentine’s parties! The kids enjoyed the snacks and everyone had a 
blast! 

- Mrs. Hatfalvi’s class won the February Reading incentive by reading a 
whopping 184 books/chapters this month! Congrats to our readers!  

Ongoing 
- Class DOJO: Please reach out to Mrs. Hatfalvi if you still have not 

joined and want to know how. 
- Classroom needs: We are running low on notebooks. If you can send in 

any, we would appreciate it :) 

March 
- 3/5 Conference Day 
- 3/12 Interims Go Home 
- 3/15 Talent Show @ 6:00 

& Kids at Hope Report 
Card Day 

- 3/26 Early Dismissal  
April 

- 4/3 Quarter 3 Math 
Assessment  

- 4/8 Early Dismissal 
- 4/9 Early Dismissal & End 

of Quarter 3 
- 4/10 Start of Quarter 4 
- 4/18-4/22 No School 
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Parents and Friends, 

Here’s what’s happening in Music in March. 

 

Kindergarten is working on: 

• quarter notes  
• pairs of eighth notes and  
• identifying same and different parts in songs. 

 

1st grade and 2nd grade are working on: 

• Performing and identifying dynamics and tempo 

3rd grade is working on: 

• Learning how to read the notes on the treble clef staff and 
• playing B, A and G on the recorder.  
• learning songs to earn different colored belts for Recorder Karate.  

4th grade is working on:  

• Learning to read and perform notes on the treble clef staff on their recorders to earn belts for 
Recorder Karate.  

5th grade is working on:  

• Learning to read and perform notes on the treble clef staff on their recorders and earn belts 
for songs learned.  

4th and 5th grade chorus have begun to learn their new songs for the spring concert.  
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Happy St. Patrick’s Day, AES Gator Families! 
 
 
 
 
Thank you all for attending and volunteering at the Feb 14th Grandfriends 
Day and Valentine’s Day festivities!  Everyone had a great time!   
 
As always, it’s a very busy time at AES and your PTA is just as busy.  Look 
out for the following activities and come on out to volunteer, meet new 
friends and help our great school! 
 
SAVE THE DATE! 
- Tues, March 5th - Parent/Teacher Conferences - Your PTA is providing 

lunch for the AES staff. 
- Sun, March 10th - St. Patrick’s Day Parking lot fundraiser.  We only need a 

few volunteers.  
- Sun, March 10th -St. Patrick’s Day Parade - Come on out and cheer on our 

Drama Club as they participate in the parade.  Time TBA. 
- Fri, March 15th - AES Terrific Talent Show and Spaghetti Dinner.  We still 

need a few more volunteers to set up/clean up after the dinner.  Please 
see the sign up genius sent previously or email or contact your PTA board 
at Annapoliselementarypta@gmail.com 

- Tues, April 2nd - 6pm PTA meeting and Mathnasium.  This is an exciting 
event where the kids can learn and play while the adults have a quick 
meeting, eat some pizza and relax.  More information to come.  Please 
plan on attending! 
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Annapolis Elementary 

180 Green Street 
Annapolis, MD  21401 

Phone: 
(410) 222-1600 

 
Our School Web Page: 

https://www.aacps.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=4007 
 

Follow us on Twitter: 
https://twitter.com/AnnapesAACPS 

 

All children are 
capable of success, 

NO EXCEPTIONS! 
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Video Cameras: 
Annapolis Elementary is equipped with a video camera system.  
It covers selected interior and exterior public portions of the 
building and grounds. It is NOT monitored constantly, but it is 
monitored during emergency situations. During certain events, 
when the safety or security of students may be in question, 
authorized personnel from local, state, or federal police or fire 
emergency units may be given access to view images projected 
on the camera system. If you have any questions about the 
system, you should call the Supervisor of School Security at 410-
222-5083. 

Anne Arundel County Public Schools prohibits discrimination in 
matters affecting employment or in providing access to 
programs on the basis of actual or perceived race, color, 
religion, national origin, sex, age, marital status, sexual 
orientation, genetic information, gender identity, or disability. 

https://www.aacps.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=4007
https://twitter.com/AnnapesAACPS
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